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As information about the Coronavirus (COVID-19) continues to dominate the news, we want to reassure you 
that, as always, the safety of our students and staff remains our top priority.  
Earlier this month, I shared with you how we continue to carefully monitor alerts issued by the New Jersey 
Department of Health and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and follow their guidance. 
We continue to receive daily updates from these as well as other organizations. The Department of Health has 
indicated the severity of illness or how many people will fall ill from COVID-19 is unknown at this time. While 
the Department of Health considers the immediate health risk low for the general American public, at this 
time, we are following their guidance and taking measures to plan and prepare in the event of a large-scale 
outbreak. We want to be ready if the virus does find its way to our community. 
 
On March 5, 2020 the New Jersey Commissioner of Education provided guidance regarding the requirements 
for public health-related school closures, which may be implemented as a potential strategy to limit 
transmission within a community. 
 
We have been advised in the event we are provided a written directive by either the New Jersey Department 
of Health or health officer overseeing our jurisdiction to institute a public health-related closure, we may 
utilize home instruction to provide instructional services to enrolled students. This provision must be guided 
by NJ Law and may include direct services, online instruction, services provided through contract with another 
district board of education, or any other means developed by the district to meet the needs of its students. 
Provided we are compliant with all legal requirements and directives, these home instruction days will count 
towards the 180-day State requirement.  
 
You may recall on January 21, I announced Delaware Valley Regional High School District is piloting an exciting 
new initiative – Distance Learning Days (DLDs). A DLD is to take the place of what would otherwise have been 
an emergency school closing. During a DLD, students and staff will experience a school day remotely in their 
homes. Initially, our expectation was to utilize DLDs for weather-related school closings. It has become clear 
that this is a definitive benefit in the current climate, as this initiative will not only satisfy the legal 
requirements, but meaningful instruction can and will continue in the event of a written directive of 
a public health-related school closure. You may read more about DLDs on our 
website: https://www.dvrhs.org/DLD 
 
Until we are advised otherwise, student life, school, and activities will continue as usual. While the district is 
practicing enhanced cleaning and disinfecting protocols, we remind anyone and everyone, as with other 
respiratory illnesses, individuals should help prevent the spread of disease by taking the following steps: 

https://www.dvrhs.org/DLD


• Wash your hands often with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, especially after coughing or 
sneezing. 

• Avoid touching your eyes, nose, or mouth. 
• Avoid close contact with people who are sick. 
• Stay home while you are sick and avoid close contact with others. 
• Cover your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze and throw away tissues. 
• Clean and disinfect frequently-touched surfaces. 
• As always, parents/guardians should keep children home when they are sick. They should not return to 

school until they have been fever-free without medication for 24 hours. 
We recognize that spring break is soon upon us, and we expect that some of our students and families may 
have travel plans. Parents/guardians are strongly advised to notify our school nurse prior to having their child 
return to school if their family has recently traveled to a country impacted by the Coronavirus. If you have 
specific concerns or questions about your child’s health, please contact your healthcare provider.  
 
If you have any additional questions or concerns about the virus please call the Department 
of Health Coronavirus Hotline at 1-800-222-1222. 
 
Additional resources may be found by visiting the CDC website at https://www.cdc.gov and the NJ 
Department of Health website at https://www.nj.gov/health 
 
Respectfully, 
Daria Wasserbach 
Superintendent 
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